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MEETINGS OF THE HISTOEICAL SOCIETY OP 
PENNSYLVANIA, 1890. 

There being no quorum present on the evening of January 13, no 
meeting was held. 

A special meeting was held on Monday evening, February 3, Brinton 
Coxe, Esq., presiding, to celebrate the centennial anniversary of the 
organization of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

The Chairman introduced Hampton L. Carson, Esq., who read a 
paper giving a graphic description of the opening of the first session of 
the court in New York ; a brief history of several important cases ; and 
concluded with interesting accounts of the more distinguished justices 
who had presided over or assisted at the sittings of the court during the 
past century. 

On motion of John K. Valentine, Esq., a vote of thanks was tendered. 

A stated meeting of the Society was held March 10, Vice-President 
Samuel W. Pennypacker in the chair. 

A valuable statistical and historical paper was read by Francis N. 
Thorpe, Ph.D., on " Eecent Constitution-making in the United States." 

On motion, a vote of thanks was tendered. 

Nominations for officers to be voted for at the next stated meeting 
being in order, J. Granville Leach, Esq., nominated the following: 

President. 
Brinton Coxe. 

Honorary Vice-Presidents. 
Aubrey H. Smith, Craig Biddle, 

Ferdinand J. Dreer. 

Vice-President (to serve three years). 
Isaac Craig, of Alleghany, Penna. 

Corresponding Secretary. 
Gregory B. Keen. 

Recording Secretary. 
William Brooke Rawle. 

Treasurer. 
J. Edward Carpenter. 

Council (to serve four years). 
Edwin T. Eisenbrey, George Harrison Fisher, 

Charles Eoberts. 
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Trustee of the Publication and Binding Fund (to serve six years). 
Charles Hare Hutchinson. 

No other nominations being made, the chairman appointed tellers to 
conduct the election on May 5. 

The announcement was made by the chairman that the superb collec- 
tion of laws and books relating to the early history of America, known as 
the " Charlemagne Tower Collection," had been presented to the Society, 
and the correspondence connected therewith was read by the Secretary. 

Vice-President Charles J. Still6 moved, " That the action of the Coun- 
cil in reference to the munificent gift of Mrs. Charlemagne Tower be 
ratified and confirmed by the Society," and in doing so spoke of the 
great value of the books. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

A special meeting was held April 28, in memory of the late John 
Jordan, Jr., a Vice-President of the Society, President Brinton Coxe in 
the chair. A large and sympathetic audience was in attendance. Ad- 
dresses were made by President Coxe, Dr. James J. Levick, Hon. Sam- 
uel W. Pennypacker, Eight Eev. J. Mortimer Levering, and Dr. Charles 
J. Still6. The Hon. Samuel W. Pennypacker read the minute on behalf 
of the Council. 

After a vote of thanks to Dr. Levick, who read the memoir, and a 
resolution that a portrait in oil of Mr. Jordan be secured by the Council, 
the meeting adjourned. 

The annual meeting of the Society was held May 5, the President, 
Brinton Coxe, Esq., in the chair. 

Minutes of the last meeting read and approved. 

The tellers appointed to conduct the annual election reported that the 
gentlemen nominated at the last stated meeting had been unanimously 
elected. 

Dr. Charles J. Still6 nominated Henry Charles Lea for Vice-President, 
and Frederick D. Stone nominated Brinton Coxe for Trustee of the Pub- 
lication and Binding Fund, to succeed John Jordan, Jr., deceased, who 
were unanimously elected. 

Hampton L. Carson, chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Dreer 
Collection of Manuscripts, formally presented the collection to the So- 
ciety, on whose behalf it was received by President Coxe. Professor G. 
B. Keen then read a detailed sketch of the collection. 

On motion of Hon. Samuel W. Pennypacker, it was 

" Besolved, That Mr. Ferdinand J. Dreer, in directing the Trustees of 
' The Dreer Collection of Manuscripts' to deposit in the fire-proof rooms 
of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania the extraordinarily valuable 
collection of autographs and rare historical documents which it has been 
the work of his life to gather and preserve, and in showing his generous 
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regard for the interests of literature by making these valuable treasures 
accessible to historical students, is entitled to the earnest thanks of the 
members of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, of scholars every- 
where, and of this community, whose literature and history they enrich 
and elucidate." 

The Secretary announced that Miss Elizabeth Nixon had presented to 
the Society portraits of Robert Morris, father of the financier; Robert 
Morris, the financier ; Robert Morris, son of the latter ; Bishop White ; 
a miniature of Colonel John Nixon ; a brass-bound box belonging to 
Robert Morris ; a gold and enamelled breastpin with hair of George and 
Martha Washington ; and a tea set of royal Dresden china, presented to 
Mrs. Morris by the Chevalier de la Luzerne, the French Minister to 
the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Frederick D. Stone, it was 

" Resolved, That the Historical Society of Pennsylvania highly appre- 
ciates the motives which prompted Miss Elizabeth Nixon to present 
to it the interesting relics of her honored ancestor, Robert Morris, as 
specified in her letter of 2d inst., and accepts the gift with gratitude, 
pledging itself to faithfully carry out the wishes of Miss Nixon regarding 
their preservation. 

"Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to furnish Miss Nixon 
with a copy of these resolutions, and to express to her the thanks of the 
Society for having added to its collections such valuable memorials, the 
contemplation of which will keep in grateful remembrance the patriotism 
and devotion of one of the most distinguished servants of his country." 

The Secretary also announced that Mrs. Chapman Biddle had pre- 
sented a collection of papers and letters belonging to her late husband, 
among which were thirty-four letters written and signed and thirty-two 
written by his secretary but signed by Washington ; five notes of Mrs. 
Washington ; fifty letters written by Tobias Lear, the secretary of Wash- 
ington ; three letters of Alexander Hamilton ; and a number of others 
from distinguished individuals. 

On motion, of Charles J. Stills, Esq., the following minute was there- 
upon unanimously adopted : 

" The Historical Society of Pennsylvania, having received from Mrs. 
Chapman Biddle a numerous collection of letters formerly in the posses- 
sion of the late Colonel Chapman Biddle, written by men conspicuous 
during the Revolution as soldiers or as statesmen, desires to express to 
Mrs. Biddle its deep sense of the value of these precious memorials, and 
its sincere appreciation of the confidence which has been shown in the 
Society by making it their custodian and guardian. 

" The Society begs also to assure Mrs. Biddle that in the estimation 
of its members the value of the gift is greatly enhanced by its coming 
from the family of one who was himself one of the heroes of that remark- 
able period. The Society further pledges itself to guard these most im- 
portant contributions to the history of the Revolution with jealous care, 
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not only from respect to the memory of the illustrious dead, but from a 
desire to keep alive the honor and reverence which is due them." 
The meeting then adjourned. 

A stated meeting of the Society was held November 10, President 
Brinton Coxe, Esq., in the chair. 

The Librarian, Mr. Frederick D. Stone, announced the following 
gifts of paintings, valuable documents, and relics : From Mrs. John W. 
Field, portraits of William Peters and wife, of Belmont ; Rev. Richard 
Peters ; Hon. Eichard Peters ; General Baron von Steuben ; and a large 
collection of letters and documents. From Dr. Charles R. King, jour- 
nals and documents of Congress, originally the property of Hon. Rufus 
King, United States Senator from New York. From Mrs. Albina N. 
Roberts, an old chair with an interesting history. There were also pre- 
sented to the Society some water-color paintings representing old Fair- 
mount and Port Richmond, painted over half a century ago. 

The President introduced Captain Richard S. Collum, U.S.M.C., who 
read a paper on " The Services of the American Marines during the War 
of the Revolution." 

On motion, a vote of thanks was tendered to him. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

A special meeting of the Society was held December 8, the President, 
Brinton Coxe, Esq., in the chair. 

The Rev. S. D. McConnell, D.D., was introduced, and delivered an 
address on the late S. Austin Allibone, LL.D. 

A vote of thanks was passed, after which the meeting adjourned. 



